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Criminal Matters, signed at Brasilia on Octo-
ber 14, 1997. I transmit also, for the informa-
tion of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern
mutual legal assistance treaties that the
United States is negotiating in order to
counter criminal activities more effectively.
The Treaty should be an effective tool to as-
sist in the prosecution of a wide variety of
modern criminals, including those involved
in terrorism, other violent crimes, drug traf-
ficking, money laundering, and other ‘‘white-
collar’’ crime. The Treaty is self-executing,
and will not require new legislation.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual as-
sistance available under the Treaty includes:

(1) Locating or identifying persons or
items; (2) serving documents; (3) taking testi-
mony or statements of persons; (4) transfer-
ring persons in custody for testimony or other
purposes; (5) providing documents, records,
and items; (6) executing requests for searches
and seizures; (7) assisting in proceedings re-
lated to immobilization and forfeiture of as-
sets, restitution, and collection of fines; and
(8) any other form of assistance not prohib-
ited by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early
and favorable consideration to the Treaty and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
April 28, 1998.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Funding Considerations for the
Supplemental Appropriations
Conference
April 28, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. Leader:)
I am writing with respect to the treatment

of International Monetary Fund (IMF) and
United Nations (UN) funding in the pending
supplemental appropriations conference.

I am pleased that both Houses have ap-
proved needed funding for domestic disaster
relief and defense. I urge Congress to ap-
prove this funding as I requested it, without
violating the ‘‘firewalls’’ agreed to in last

year’s balanced budget deal or including ob-
jectionable extraneous measures.

However, I am deeply concerned that the
conference report may not include the fund-
ing I have requested for the IMF. Delay or
failure to approve the full IMF requests
could undermine our capacity to deal with
threats to world economic stability and could
leave us unable to protect American workers,
farmers, and businesses in the event of an
escalation or spread of the Asian financial cri-
sis or a new crisis.

I am also deeply concerned by the possibil-
ity that the conference will not include pay-
ment of our UN arrears. The failure to pro-
vide the full request in this bill could jeopard-
ize our chance to affect negotiations starting
in May on lowering U.S. dues and would un-
dermine U.S. leadership in the international
community.

Some would link passage of IMF funding
and UN arrears to legislation related to inter-
national family planning. There are deep
convictions on both sides of this debate,
which should be settled on its own merits—
and not used to sidetrack other legislation
on matters vital to our nation’s well-being.

I urge you in the strongest possible terms
to include the full requests for the IMF and
UN arrears in the bill now in conference.

Sincerely,
William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives;
Trent Lott, Senate majority leader; Thomas A.
Daschle, Senate minority leader; Richard K.
Armey, House majority leader; and Richard A.
Gephardt, House minority leader.

Remarks at a Democratic Senatorial
Campaign Committee Dinner in
New York City
April 28, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you, Shelby
and Katherine, for opening your beautiful
home. I thank all the Senators who are here.
I thank especially Senator Kerrey and Sen-
ator Torricelli. When Bob Torricelli goes
around the country or Bob Kerrey goes
around the country, I know they enjoy it, but
it still gets hard. [Laughter] It still gets hard.
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All these Senators are here—they’re going
to go get on a plane and go home tonight
so they can be there and vote tomorrow. And
I thank them for doing this on behalf of oth-
ers, among whom surely are the three can-
didates we have for the Senate in New York
tonight. And I thank them all for running
and for their fidelity to our party and for what
they have already done for our country. And
I thank Judith Hope for her leadership.

I also would be remiss if I didn’t thank
the people of New York for being so good
to me and Al Gore. Twenty-five percent of
the total plurality I received in popular votes
in the entire country in 1996 came from New
York, and I’m very grateful. I was just leaning
against the wall back there wondering how
much better I might have done if I hadn’t
interrupted traffic for 4 years before the elec-
tion. [Laughter] Truly the people here are
the epitome of tolerance. One of you tonight
informed me that you had to walk 10 blocks
just to get here because of my attendance.
[Laughter] For that, I apologize.

Let me say very briefly, I try to do a num-
ber of these events to help our candidates
for the Senate, our candidates for the House.
I believe that the success that our country
has enjoyed in the last few years is something
that all Americans can claim a part of. Cer-
tainly, the private sector deserves an enor-
mous amount of credit; just ordinary working
people deserve an enormous amount of cred-
it. But clearly, the direction of this country,
and with it the direction of our party, has
moved into the future, has changed, has gone
to a different level. And the results have been
very, very satisfactory.

We are going to have a surplus of some
size this year, the first time our budget has
been in balance in three decades. We have
been able to dramatically increase our invest-
ments in education and in health care for
our children, in the environment, in science
and technology, to try to prepare for long-
term growth.

What I would like to say to you tonight
is—I think I’d like to make just two points
about why this coming election is so impor-
tant. Because if you’re just following events
in the papers today or on the evening news,
you see that there’s—particularly from the
other side—there’s a little more partisan

rhetoric creeping back into their speeches.
They seem to be sort of lapsing into that.
It’s easier; you can be in a semi-coma and
give that speech, because they know how to
do it so well.

But I think that we shouldn’t forget as
Democrats why we’re here, why the country
is in the best shape it’s been in a generation,
and what we’re supposed to do with this
time. You know, good times can be very de-
ceptive because even if the times are very
good, all of us know they’re very dynamic.
Things are changing very rapidly. You can
take any set of circumstances and pick up
a magazine and one expert will say the glass
is half-full, and the other will say the glass
is half-empty; a third will say the glass is un-
breakable; and the fourth will say it’s about
to be shattered.

So in a dynamic time, it seems to me, we
need to think about two things. Number one,
when people have a lot of confidence be-
cause things are going well, but leaders know
that things are changing and the ground is
still moving, that is the time when big issues
should be faced and long-term problems
should be solved. Now, we’ve got the sort
of basic mechanisms of our society working
better now with the budget in balance and
the other things that are going on.

This country has some big, long-term
problems. I’ll just mention three or four:
One, reform of Social Security to deal with
the baby boomers; two, reform of Medicare
to deal with the costs that will come before
the baby boom generation—we’ve cut the
long-term deficit in Medicare by more than
half in the last 2 years, but we’ve still got
some problems—three, climate change; four,
the biggest public health problem in America
is still the fact that 3,000 children a day start
to smoke cigarettes and 1,000 of them a day
are going to die sooner because of it; five,
we still don’t have an adequate network of
child care in our country that is truly afford-
able for working people. Now, those are just
five issues. I can think of a lot more. Over-
shadowing all of them is that we still haven’t
provided a truly world class education for
every child in this country.

I mention those things to say when times
are good you should bear down in dealing
with those problems, not relax and walk away
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from them. And no political party should let
itself sort of just kind of disintegrate into
petty bickering and small-minded politics.
This is a time to lift America up, energize
us on big issues, and move us forward. That’s
the first point I want to make. That’s why
these elections are important.

The second point I want to make is this
country, for all the change and all the mod-
ern things and all the science and technology
and everything else, is still always about, in
my opinion, three big ideas. And at every
time of change we have to lay off the dead
hand of history and adopt new means to reaf-
firm and broaden these three big ideas.

One is, we’re about freedom and liberty.
We’re about deepening the meaning of free-
dom. That’s why I supported the ‘‘Employ-
ment Nondiscrimination Act.’’ That’s why
I’ve tried to involve more different kinds of
people than any administration ever has, in
our administration. That’s why I have tried
to push this race initiative and get Americans
to think about what it’s going to be like when
we are no longer a biracial or even a triracial
society, but we have the most diverse democ-
racy in the world, when more and more
places look like the New York City schools
do.

Because these are the challenges we’ve al-
ways faced. This is the challenge of our gen-
eration, the freedom challenge. How are we
going to get the most out of everybody’s life?
Only if everyone is treated with dignity and
equality.

The second thing this country has always
been about is widening the circle of oppor-
tunity, giving everyone not a guarantee but
a chance. I don’t think any serious person
would say that everybody in this country has
really got the same chance today. But there
are more people with more chances than
they had 5 years ago, and I’m proud of that.
And I’m determined to see that we continue
to expand those chances.

That’s why we’ve supported things at home
and abroad like microcredit programs, for ex-
ample, to give little people a chance to bor-
row money to get into business, to prove that
they can make something of their lives. It
may sound like a small thing, but to someone
who has it, who didn’t have it before, it’s all
the difference in the world. And the Demo-

cratic Party is about widening the circle of
opportunity.

And the third thing that I want to say, and
it’s very important, that is so easy to lose sight
of when the stock market is at 9,000 or even
when it drops 160 points, is we’re also about
strengthening the bonds of our Union and
improving our relationships with people be-
yond our borders. That also has been a con-
stant throughout our 200-year-plus history.
And that’s very important.

If you look at what’s eating the world alive
today—I go to Africa, and I celebrate all the
wonderful things that are happening and
then go to Rwanda and talk to 6 people who
survived 100 days in which 800,000 people
were slaughtered because of their tribal dif-
ferences. We’re all sitting on pins and nee-
dles, especially in New York, waiting for the
Irish to vote in May to see whether they can
vote for the next 30 years instead of being
imprisoned by the last 30 years or, indeed,
by the last 600 years. We’re all hanging
around now waiting on pins and needles as
we celebrate Israel’s 50th birthday, because
the Secretary of State is going to London to
meet with the leader of Israel and the leader
of the PLO hoping to get the peace process
going again.

All over the world, in this so-called modern
world where kids are pecking away on the
Internet on every continent, we are still be-
deviled by the most fundamental and primi-
tive of prejudices of all kinds. We, the Amer-
ican people, should be drawing closer to-
gether. We, the Democratic Party, should be
the instrument of that union.

So I say to you, there are two reasons that
you ought to be here. One is, more Demo-
cratic Senators and reelecting the ones we
have means we’ll do a better job on the big
issues for tomorrow. We’ve proved it with
the deficit. We’ve proved it with crime.
We’ve proved it with welfare. We’ve proved
it with the environment. We’ve proved it with
a whole host of issues. But we’ve still got
huge challenges out there to face.

And two—and even more important—we
will carry forward the eternal mission of
America in modern times. And that matters
more than anything else. In the end, that’s
what will really matter to your kids. Are we
forming a more perfect Union? Is there more
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opportunity for everybody? Does freedom
mean more today than it did 30 years ago?
If we can do our job and you help us, the
answer to all three of those questions will
be a resounding yes.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:20 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Shelby and Katherine Bryan; Judith
Hope, chair, New York State Democratic Party;
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu of Israel;
and Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority.

Remarks at a Reception for the
United States Winter Olympic and
Paralympic Teams
April 29, 1998

Thank you and welcome to the White
House. I am delighted to have all of you here.
I thank the members of the Cabinet for com-
ing, and I thank Congressman Ryun from
Kansas, a former Olympian, for being here.
To the president of the Olympic Committee,
Bill Hybl, to the executive director, Dick
Schultz, and to all the other officials, and to
the members of our Olympic team.

Let me say—before I get into my remarks,
I need to make two preliminary comments.
First of all, I want to thank Tipper Gore for
representing our administration at the 1998
Winter Olympics. I wish she could be here
with us today. I know she would like to be.
I’d also like to thank my good friend Mack
McLarty for working so hard with the Vice
President as the Cochair of our White House
Task Force on the Olympic games.

The second thing I’d like to do before I
get into my remarks is to just say, for the
benefit—because this is my only chance to
talk to the press today—I just finished a very
good meeting with the Senate Republican
and Democratic leaders, Trent Lott and Tom
Daschle, about one of the most important
votes that our Senate will face this year, and
that is to expand the alliance of NATO to
include Poland, Hungary, and the Czech Re-
public.

I want to thank them both for their sup-
port. This is coming at a very important time
for America—4 years after I first proposed

that we expand our European security alli-
ance to make us more secure and Europe
safer and more united. And I am very grate-
ful for Senator Lott and Senator Daschle,
Senator Helms and Senator Biden, and all
the others. We are seeing a very impressive,
high-level debate in the Senate, even among
those who don’t agree with my position. I
must say I’ve been very impressed by the de-
bate. And I’m looking forward to a positive
vote by the end of this week.

Now let me say I have looked forward to
this day for a long time, ever since the Olym-
pics concluded. To see these fine people, and
those who are not here who are part of their
teams, I think makes all Americans very
proud. In the mountains, the ice rinks, the
race courses of Japan, we saw America at its
best. The young Olympians who are here did
more than carry our flag. In a fundamental
way, they carried with them the spirit of
America.

I’d like to say a special word, too, of appre-
ciation to the Paralympians who brought
home 34 medals in the largest Winter
Paralympics ever. [Applause] Thank you.

It’s also a great source of pride for us that
the Winter Olympics in 2002 will be in Salt
Lake City. When the Olympic flag was low-
ered and passed from the Mayor of Nagano
to Mayor Corradini, it really marked the
opening events of the 2002 games. So we’re
very glad that Mayor Corradini has joined
us today, along with the chairman of the Salt
Lake Olympic Committee, Robert Garff, and
other members of the Utah Olympic Com-
mittee. We want to help them succeed. And
I’d like to ask them to stand and receive our
support. Mayor Corradini and the members
of the Utah Committee—there’s Mr. Garff.
Thank you all for being here. [Applause]
Thank you—there they are right there.

I’d also like to say one more word to Amer-
ica’s Olympic teams in 1998. In a fundamen-
tal way, you have become a part of America’s
team for the rest of your lives. If you choose,
for the rest of your lives, because you were
an Olympian, you can have a profound, posi-
tive impact on all the people with whom you
come in contact, but especially on young peo-
ple.

Even though for many of you, the Olympic
triumphs you had, just being a member of
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